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Now the Berean Jews were .eF m h d k fP J
character than thosethay T| ™= = onirp, t e eS 0 aStor ar
received the message withRg. o eagerness and

exami ned t e eSor idmtyurteos s eflg > ~ hat A Lenten Disclaimer

Paul said was tAgoes 17:111R -

: : , Our traditional Lenten gathering this year will feature a book study on a
Sorcrlletllil_ng“e]lmzzm% atl“nl(li woiderfqlglappﬁns}\;v hen Gog shpeople Cotfr}e together to 2008 publication by Gordon MacDonald entitled, Wh 0 St ol e IMsgpite Ch u
%31 yll 18 d Oﬁ Enl N (;’WS 1p with eac (;“tfelli aroglﬁ t efriallme 0 .esus(i I being 10-years old, the instructional novel is remarkably timely. It is also fasci-

G N d? 1r_1§e. the help Egll enccl)(lilragement ot fellow Christ Tollowers in order to live a natingly relevant. Every church faces changes, and ours is no exception. Wh o
odly life In an ungodly world. St ol e MyisaCréative wahté?address the inevitably of cultural and insti-
tional shifts without being overly technical. Did I mention it was a novel?
that they may know tCh el mystery 20_ f2 Go dtu’ Bk Brehe fn fe‘gﬁeg O'fléa Donald’s book is that he writes it from the
ol ossians : perspective of the pastor (a profession which has been his life) and his congrega-
seeeerentateteteatateietatateeatataenensatanenenn, Pastor Mark tion and some of the changes they face together in their small church. Like us,
: Ladiesd L.1.F:E. Grou p MacDonald’s fictional congregation is cross-generational with a heavy tip toward
: We have decided to put the Wednesday LIFE 3 & - 77"oerosewseieees PR P the over-60 crowd. And like us, the personalities of the parishioners are all over
: Bible Study on hold during the Lenten season. § : Womenos Prayer :Life GmOmp Eachone cares about their little church, but they don’t all see eye-to-eye
We will start back up againon April 4that : :Wednesdays: 00 om mi; A Ny 0abo@t changes in things like music styles or the church name. The conversations

: 10:00am. The next study willbe “WhoNeeds : 3 i b 4 heart for {i nt er c giged oprthjs Lqtenssasor couldsarry on for months.
+ God?” By Andy Stanley. We would love any of ¢ ¢ : . R . . - . s
: : prayer S‘plrélm ‘That’s angdntegesging expression. It leans negative, doesn’t it—

. you ladies to join us. Any questions, please : invited to join, a nd . . o . vs - .
: don’t hesitate to contact Julie Tery. MayGod ¢} any matter are afways aaéleagglgogtgx‘gs otherghankitchens? When the term “stirs up” is used in con-

Bless you during this Easter season!! : : : ersation.aboyt church.dynamics, one’s mind 1s immediately carried to the
----------------------------------------------------- BeverIlechoIsf or mot %hralse S Lflb?qﬁitgnué golllogatne, “trouble.” Stirs up trouble. After our lovely Judy
""""""""""""""""""""" T e L reeieegentengeusteetopietaessenansesesuesessenennes Johnston got a couple chapters into the text, she grinningly said to my wife,

.A d u(lj .t Bi bl © St uig )/ :; ! \F?fu anr APurt Li :f e Gr o Michelle something like, “Uh-oh. Jamey’s opening a can of worms!” Does talk
IS I 'scussIAtg st ?T RLr%s d aoy e v e n7i:n3g0s: pf.rno.m @bow ¢hange necessarily involve cans of worms getting stirred up? It doesn’t
They meet Thur s 3Y 5+ aé vdaRod housel S e e havetq Ang,whajjs goipg on inside that head of the pastor? Is he getting FCC
See Pastor Mark :for et al l.s . o ready for some kind of big change he intends to foist upon the congregation leav-
. or directi ons. . b o9
..................................................... : Current studv: :Spirit glée)ferygé}eft;) wonder, “Who stole my church.. _ _
LR L L L LR LU O L LI RIRLLEE . u - y. : P h orﬁnfately, (OI‘, fortunately, dependmg on your perspectlve), cutting
Evening Adult Bible. 3tudy. Life.Group.: edge transformation on a large scale has never been my thing. I’'m not terribly
This Life Group wz lrfrperteaRinyg a  vresk progressive. I’m a conservative in many ways and, by definition, I conserve. I
:through the Lente n iseaso Men o_g_, | LhE g 96(: eup conserve traditions, values, practices, and beliefs. We have dishes we use for eve-
! Pastor Mark if you P&t nyWigiubsthengien of  FQL thd thatch thd pdrfial set I inherited from great-grandmother*. Why buy

iThey are always | ookdaysSt@dt w8id@mé@ -Meyw Pl €and whed we cdn@s®thGold? I&éhserve. No, there is no master scheme for
:people and would E olve t oWiptahy ea Y% ud} 88k i 0o ns . whole-sale changes to FCC ... not that I have, anyway. But, culture? Now that’s

them after Ealsfrar e another story.

o
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Continued on ne



Pastor Jameyo6s article continued?ée A o .ff
Who St ol e isMbypok SbbutiFCE hike thousands of other ccepting Differences

traditional rural congregations, FCC has weathered a storied history of American
progress. Look at our country in terms of its art, architecture, education, technology,

music, fashion, retail, automobiles, bathrooms, colors, flooring, and on and on. When Ta]king to God _
FCC was born in 1874, we were born for a purpose and to meet a specific need. One Ask God to show you people in the body of Christ who are =
must wonder what exactly that original need was, does it still exist, and what if different from you. Pray that you will accept and respect 3, E
anything has changed? What happens to the profile of an institution with a life-span that them ol
touches three different centuries? Does it change? Dare it change? Must it? '

Depending on your outlook, the answers to such questions will vary. For this
conservative pastor, the only thing I truly care about is the question, “What must never DiVing In
change?” God, our Lord, who is the same yesterday, today, and forever is unchanging. Play a quick game of O0Who Am 1?6 Rather

In theology we call that God’si mmu t aForiChristiinigy.as a faith, and the church
as its corporate expression, I’m reading through our Lenten book wondering not what
will change, but what cannot change? In other words, what shifts can Christianity
tolerate and still be Christian? I’m talking about the kind of biblical Christianity that
can span millennia, culture and language. I’m talking about faith that rings true in the
one place that anything true ever rings right—the mind of God.

Last month I wrote about dying churches. I don’t want FCC to die—not in my .
lifetime or any other. In order not to die, I think all churches must learn to bend. Those GOlIlg Deeper
that resist culture will die of old age. Those that conform to culture will burn out
quickly like cable-knit turtle necks, flower-power, and big band music. Those that learn

that you will be guessing types of personalities (shy, inquisitive, mature, goofy).
Write different personality types on slips of paper. Drop the slips in a bowl. Then
have each family member draw one. Take turns acting in character as other family
members ask questions to figure out the personality type you are pretending to be.

Talk with your child about how the different personalities your family acted out
could complement one another. God created each of us with unique personalities,

who they are in the heart of God and how that heart needs to be expressed best in the and our differences can draw us closer to one another and to God. Jesus
day and age and vicinity of where they operate—these are those that will carry on. connected with people of all kinds. His closest friends included passionate and
Won’t you join us for our study each Wednesday? We’d love to have your sometimes short-tempered Peter, loyal and devoted John and rational yet doubting
participation in what will prove to be a series of epic discussions. Thomas. Jesus said in Mark 3:3435 that whoever does the will of God is His
family. To be like Jesus, we must accept all who make up the body of Christ.
*The dishes are Courier and Ives, winter scene. They belonged to my father’s grandma, Respect for our differences has the potential to bring us together to serve Him.

Hazel, after whom we affectionately named our amazing labradoodle.

Talking to Each Other

HOUSTON MI SSI ON TRI P . AWnhat kinds of people tend to frustrate you? Why
Take a moment this month to track do a FCep f midqyyutwgme_yarehardforyoutoaccept?
. A How can you show accept :
ber or two who made the trip to Hoult k them. ;
. : body oj Christ who are different from you?
about the trip. We | ook forward to the many

.D‘ti’bﬁg,ab ut
s ende

vor. fi Karen Schmidt and Janine Petry

ways God spoke to them throughout t



Our Church at Work . ... Letter from the Moderator:

> )
— March Blessings!
ﬁh-; .................................................. ) g
- F LENTEN SUPPER AND STUDY The Ministerial Support Committee is active and ready to be your
b : . SSpotter” (protect, encqur . [Your ittee gembers are Laurel Michalek,
LENT Jo I_ n us at 6:00 p.m. on Wed n €s d ?)Saze@cand%réechull}rﬁ,}%oies(tm%gzl,lan Dg\gvgtwtagle].ﬁ ]
“ during the Lenten season. We ki ¢k weWa@ ton@®wW fBrirtl ofl ting @ofictive (nW eadtiv). With that said, we
‘a potluck, please bring a dish to pa §es§?"tf‘éll3has&§)that$”(f cprns gg thyo htftlsfa"rﬁmltte@ so theyseqn ke handled ac-
" . ) _ cording to our by-laws.” We are your problem-solvers!
Our study session wild.l f ol l ow S UWeRI® dsk-that you pray and lift up our church and pastors regularly. This is
......................................................... : important SO Our ChurCh Can ﬁlnCtion according tO GOd’s purposes'
Dawn Wadle-
| PAOAOET T #EOEOOI AO #EES Notes from the Diaconate: Moderator
o L o S W . § The Diaconate continues to cover the regular needs of our Sunday
7,&’6\(2,5: Al OAAA,UA’OIAAA,OA x AU Al O OAE ’AAO,A I\A‘E)rsthjp(@@vigecs.ttp,w,E)’A\AEAA(;AOAAA
- AOAESO AiTAOEIT EOAI EOd Oi T OEAQPOEAOS8 8 Thd farkdriof anév gioul 1 celbkate birfdayd and anniversaries is
ET OEA /## Ai @ i1 OEA OAAI A OEA AlOQOBKAWEY . — If youodre over 7! @=s5 ¥
some special invitations. f@f 7 'P:_-,.

§ Our Lenten Supper and Study is well under way. Pastor Bob Brja = £ <R%!
will be assisting Pastor Jami( & hi
any time. ) [amnouscennT <

i § Beverly Bailey has made some additional headway on another ¢ = =

Save the Winter Blahs Game Days adult ministry. Watch the bulletin for further details coming soon. o

datel!l Join us on Saturday, March
3 and March 20 at 1:00 p.m. Notes from the Trustees: . _
. § Monthly meetings continue to cover review of monthly expenditures.
3:00 p_ m. for the Winter Blahs § The kitchen and bathrooms have had their new flooring installed. The new
Game Davys. hall carpeting should be completed soon.
Frlday y § Discussions are beginning regarding switching some current lights over to L
’ _ lightbulbs.

I Brlng a snack to § Tracy Snider has been approved to take over the Financial Secretary (Acco

Apl"l 27 share and your position as Crouse Tax Services representative asked to be done.

f it I § Monthly and seasonal maintenance have been scheduled or are underway.
avorite game: § The trustee members are always available for questions and comments!




Love Talk Starters

§ Describe your ideal meal. Where
would it be? What would you eat? here is no more lovely, friendly

Would it be breakfast, lunch, or and charming relationship,
dinner? Why? cemmunion or company

than marri -
§ If you were one of the cast members % ﬂr gfocli CI N
of the old Gilligan’s Island Martin Luther

Come up in the

—

honor their p tso | e

top of th m ¢ television show, which character
-Exodus 34: 2 would you be and why? What do
your choices say about your www.Inspirationalqiisiss-and-thoughis.com
My Father, | am com personality and how the two of you
Not hing on the mean relate to each other?
keep me away from t
heights. Help me to . § What is the one thing in your life During a Sunday school
and keep Thou my fo ; & you have been most proud of in the | earned about how God
fall upon the hard 'I'H'EHHRT r AL past twelve months? Why? beings The child bec
?nggg'nms Ilwe;(r)tme’Bf?n e ' ' focused when the teac
honey from heaven HnS NU (i § What is one thing you can always how Eve was creat ed f
2aal wl e, ame @ | i HRINm.ES " sayorc(i)otogetalaughoutofyour ri bs. Later on in the
good’ and stay t he o partner? mot her saw him |y|ng
course, or the ti me & floor, so she asked
short in which to |l ook upon Thy FromL o v e T a | tyLeS& LastictParotts wrong. His reply was
face, and to hear FdupegofdubEuurunnenununununeunnn.s I have a paifal itnhimyk sl
voice. :Forthoseofyouthatmayhavemlssedouiser- getting a wife.®o
Morning on the moLuy c'et 'lFebruary 18, Chet and Nancy Brushds
s e e OPﬂeagaﬁagnil dpfigted to cover the new upgrades to
begun. i our entire sound system in honor of Chet and
A i Nancyds 70th Weddlng Annlve_’r-
Thought S—VfV'z;?SLJrfe ti lshidy. S\WWeé appreciate so much t ; 0.~ {|
i i —
D L Moody, eld ‘b%rﬁe@q,sﬁ&ﬁ’dﬂhelrfamllyasth : IMARRIF \ G E*—.-_,

PASSION FOR CHRIST * PERSEVERANCE * HUMILITY * SACRIFICE




02 Jacob Baldwin

02 Christine Skilling
06 Brandy Bunting
06 Beth Visser

10 Malachi Herzog
12 Samantha Nichols
13 John Bookwalter
13 Geraldine Burge
13 Jammie Gorby

14 Sharon Ritter

15 Heidi Terry

16 Jack Jorgensen
17 Mary Lou Ely

17 Laurel Michalek
17 Emily Van Kleeck
19 Patty Rockafellow
20 Joyce Johnson
22 Brylee Bunting

25 Todd Wells

26 Kate Zimbelman
28 Lee Ann Reese
29 Jennifer Vander Schuur
29 Dawn Wadle

30 Amy Laper

31 Josh Herzog

31 Bill Miller

Anniversaries

04 Chauncey/Maria Parker
14 Richard/Diane Bannister
14 Lewis/Sharon Borton

21 Al/Ronda Myers

26 Norm/Marva Brummeler

“"-! First Congregational Churc
L‘% Wor ship Service: 11 a. m.
- Phone: 989.831.5240
.:\;;1% Email address: sherzog@fcc
ﬂ Website: www.fccstanton. or
Sun Mo n Tue We d Thu Froi Sat
1 2 3
8:30 am
.. . . . . .. il A
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior, who wil| ré RUZEs >ev» Men’s Ministry
. . - . . A 1 m
over you with gladness, and renew you in hisddemhaniah 3:17 ¢ Winter Blahs
Young Adult Bible Study
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
. . 1pm 1 pm Small Group 8:30 am
9:30 am - Adult Choir Practice , . e
9:45 am - Sunday School Women'’s Prayer Group Bible Study Men’s Ministry
1163"‘ - "f'l.°r"'"h‘;|3."‘.’°t'5h“° 6 pm 6 pm FELLOWSHIP HALL
-0 pm - Teen Ministry Lenten Supper and Young Adult Bible Study RESERVED
Study
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
1pm 8:30 am
9:30 am - Adult Choir Practice Women’s Prayer Group 1 pm Small Group Men’s Ministry
9:45 am - Sunday School : Bible Study
11 am - Morning Worship 5 pm Diaconate FELI&%VSV:RH\IIIEEALL 1:00
6 pm Lenten Supper 6 pm Winter Blahs
and Study Young Adult Bible Study
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9 am 8:30 am
9:30 am - Adult Choir Practice 9 am Breakfast Bunch 1 pm Mar. Celebration Brunch Men’s Ministry
9:45 am - Sunday School at Turk Lake Women'’s Prayer Group
11 am - Morning Worship 1 p'gigl':as't'u%m”p FELLOWSHIP HALL
12:30 pm - Trustee Meeting 6 pm Lenten Supper y RESERVED
4-6 pm - Teen Ministry and Study 6 pm
Young Adult Bible Study
Noisy CHANGE OFFERING 25 26 27 238 29 30 31
8:30 am
9:30 am - Adult Choir Practice 1 1 pm Small Group Men’s Ministry
9:45 am - Sunday School OD Deadlilne pm Bible Stud
11 am - Morning Worship Women’s Prayer Group y
7 pm

Stanton OFD Meeting

6 pm Maundy Thursday
Supper and Study




