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A Lenten Disclaimer 
 

               Our traditional Lenten gathering this year will feature a book study on a 
2008 publication by Gordon MacDonald entitled, Who Stole My Church? Despite 
being 10-years old, the instructional novel is remarkably timely. It is also fasci-
natingly relevant. Every church faces changes, and ours is no exception. Who 
Stole My Church? is a creative way to address the inevitably of cultural and insti-
tutional shifts without being overly technical. Did I mention it was a novel?  
 One of the fun features of MacDonald’s book is that he writes it from the 
perspective of the pastor (a profession which has been his life) and his congrega-
tion and some of the changes they face together in their small church. Like us, 
MacDonald’s fictional congregation is cross-generational with a heavy tip toward 
the over-60 crowd. And like us, the personalities of the parishioners are all over 
the map. Each one cares about their little church, but they don’t all see eye-to-eye 
about changes in things like music styles or the church name. The conversations 
stirred up this Lenten season could carry on for months. 
                Stir up. That’s an interesting expression. It leans negative, doesn’t it—
at least in contexts other than kitchens? When the term “stirs up” is used in con-
versation about church dynamics, one’s mind is immediately carried to the 
phrase’s ubiquitous collocate, “trouble.” Stirs up trouble. After our lovely Judy 
Johnston got a couple chapters into the text, she grinningly said to my wife, 
Michelle something like, “Uh-oh. Jamey’s opening a can of worms!” Does talk 
about change necessarily involve cans of worms getting stirred up? It doesn’t 
have to. And, what is going on inside that head of the pastor? Is he getting FCC 
ready for some kind of big change he intends to foist upon the congregation leav-
ing everyone to wonder, “Who stole my church?” 
                Unfortunately, (or, fortunately, depending on your perspective), cutting 
edge transformation on a large scale has never been my thing. I’m not terribly 
progressive. I’m a conservative in many ways and, by definition, I conserve. I 
conserve traditions, values, practices, and beliefs. We have dishes we use for eve-
ry-day that match the partial set I inherited from great-grandmother*. Why buy 
new when we can use the old? I conserve. No, there is no master scheme for 
whole-sale changes to FCC . . . not that I have, anyway.  But, culture? Now that’s 
another story. 
 

From the desk of Pastor Jamey 

Pastor Mark 

Now the Berean Jews were of more noble 
character than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the message with great eagerness and 
examined the Scriptures every day to see if what                      
Paul said was true.     Acts 17:11 
 

Something amazing and wonderful happens when God’s people come together to 
study His Word and fellowship with each other around the name of Jesus.  
We all need the help and encouragement of fellow Christ followers in order to live a 
Godly life in an ungodly world.  
 
...that they may know the mystery of God, namely Christ...  

               Colossians 2:2 

Continued on next page  

 

Ladiesô L.I.F.E. Group  

We have decided to put the Wednesday LIFE 
Bible Study on hold during the Lenten season. 

We will start back up again on April 4th at 
10:00am. The next study will be “Who Needs 

God?” By Andy Stanley. We would love any of 
you ladies to join us. Any questions, please 

don’t hesitate to contact Julie Terry. May God 
Bless you during this Easter season!!  

Womenôs Prayer Life Group  

Wednesdays from 1-2:00 p.m.  Anyone 

with a heart for intercessory prayer is 

invited to join, and prayer requests for 

any matter are always accepted.  See 

Beverly Nichols for more information. 

Menôs Life Group 

Gather with the men of FCC on Satur-

days at 8:30 a.m.  Please see Tom Burge 

with any questions. 

Young Adult Life Group  

Thursday evenings from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

at Judahôs house.  See Pastor Mark  

for directions. 

 Current study: Spiritual Gifts 

Adult Bible Study Life Group 

is discussing the book of Acts. 

They meet Thursdays at 1 p.m.   

See Pastor Mark for details. 

Evening Adult Bible Study Life Group 

This Life Group will be taking a break 

through the Lenten season.  Please see 

Pastor Mark if you have any questions.  

They are always looking to welcome new 

people and would love to have you join 

them after Easter. 



Pastor Jameyôs article continuedé 

                Who Stole My Church is a book about FCC. Like thousands of other 
traditional rural congregations, FCC has weathered a storied history of American 
progress. Look at our country in terms of its art, architecture, education, technology, 
music, fashion, retail, automobiles, bathrooms, colors, flooring, and on and on. When 
FCC was born in 1874, we were born for a purpose and to meet a specific need. One 
must wonder what exactly that original need was, does it still exist, and what if 
anything has changed? What happens to the profile of an institution with a life-span that 
touches three different centuries? Does it change? Dare it change? Must it? 
 Depending on your outlook, the answers to such questions will vary. For this 
conservative pastor, the only thing I truly care about is the question, “What must never 
change?” God, our Lord, who is the same yesterday, today, and forever is unchanging. 
In theology we call that God’s immutability. For Christianity as a faith, and the church 
as its corporate expression, I’m reading through our Lenten book wondering not what 
will change, but what cannot change? In other words, what shifts can Christianity 
tolerate and still be Christian? I’m talking about the kind of biblical Christianity that 
can span millennia, culture and language. I’m talking about faith that rings true in the 
one place that anything true ever rings right—the mind of God. 
                Last month I wrote about dying churches. I don’t want FCC to die—not in my 
lifetime or any other. In order not to die, I think all churches must learn to bend. Those 
that resist culture will die of old age. Those that conform to culture will burn out 
quickly like cable-knit turtle necks, flower-power, and big band music. Those that learn 
who they are in the heart of God and how that heart needs to be expressed best in the 
day and age and vicinity of where they operate—these are those that will carry on. 
                Won’t you join us for our study each Wednesday? We’d love to have your 
participation in what will prove to be a series of epic discussions. 
  
*The dishes are Courier and Ives, winter scene. They belonged to my father’s grandma, 
Hazel, after whom we affectionately named our amazing labradoodle. 

 
 

 
Talking to God  
Ask God to show you people in the body of Christ who are 
different from you. Pray that you will accept and respect 
them. 
 
 

Diving In   
Play a quick game of òWho Am I?ó Rather than guessing people by name, explain 
that you will be guessing types of personalities (shy, inquisitive, mature, goofy).  

Write different personality types on slips of paper. Drop the slips in a bowl. Then 
have each family member draw one. Take turns acting in character as other family 
members ask questions to figure out the personality type you are pretending to be.  
 
 

Going Deeper  
Talk with your child about how the different personalities your family acted out 
could complement one another. God created each of us with unique personalities, 
and our differences can draw us closer to one another and to God.   Jesus 
connected with people of all kinds. His closest friends included passionate and 
sometimes short-tempered Peter, loyal and devoted John and rational yet doubting 
Thomas. Jesus said in Mark 3:34-35 that whoever does the will of God is His 
family. To be like Jesus, we must accept all who make up the body of Christ. 
Respect for our differences has the potential to bring us together to serve Him.  
 
 

Talking to Each Other 

Å  What kinds of people tend to frustrate you?  Why 
do you think they are hard for you to accept?  
Å  How can you show acceptance to people in the 
body of Christ who are different from you?  

         

ñKaren Schmidt and Janine Petry 

Accepting Differences 

HOUSTON MISSION TRIP 

Take a moment this month to track down a FCC family mem-

ber or two who made the trip to Houston and ask them 

about the trip.  We look forward to hearing about the many 

ways God spoke to them throughout this endeavor. 



Our Church at Work . . .  
Letter from the Moderator: 

Notes from the Diaconate:  

§ The Diaconate continues to cover the regular needs of our Sunday 
worship services.   

§ The formation of a new group to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries is 
under way.  If youôre over 75 years young, be sure to keep an eye out for 
some special invitations. 

§ Our Lenten Supper and Study is well under way.  Pastor Bob Braman 
will be assisting Pastor Jamey in this yearôs teaching.  Please join us at 
any time. 

§ Beverly Bailey has made some additional headway on another older 
adult ministry.  Watch the bulletin for further details coming soon. 

 

Notes from the Trustees:  

§ Monthly meetings continue to cover review of monthly expenditures. 
§ The kitchen and bathrooms have had their new flooring installed.  The new fellowship 

hall carpeting should be completed soon. 
§ Discussions are beginning regarding switching some current lights over to LED 

lightbulbs.   
§ Tracy Snider has been approved to take over the Financial Secretary (Accountant) 

position as Crouse Tax Services representative asked to be done. 
§ Monthly and seasonal maintenance have been scheduled or are underway. 
§ The trustee members are always available for questions and comments! 
 

March Blessings! 
 
 The Ministerial Support Committee is active and ready to be your 
“Spotter” (protect, help, encourage).  Your committee members are Laurel Michalek, 
Dave Vander Schuur, Loie Simpson, and Dawn Wadle. 
 We want to move forward on being proactive (not reactive).  With that said, we 
respectfully ask that all concerns go through this committee so they can be handled ac-
cording to our by-laws.  We are your problem-solvers! 
 We also ask that you pray and lift up our church and pastors regularly.  This is 
important so our church can function according to God’s purposes. 

/ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ #ÈÉÌÄ  
 

7ÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÕÎÄÅÒ ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ςπρψ ÐÁÃËÁÇÅÓȦȦ  
-ÁÒÃÈȭÓ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÔÅÍ ÉÓȡ ÔÏÏÔÈÂÒÕÓÈÅÓȢ  $ÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÌÅÆÔ 

ÉÎ ÔÈÅ /## ÂÏØ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÒÙ×ÁÙȢ    

 

Winter Blahs Game Days 
 

Join us on Saturday, March 
3 and March 20 at 1:00 p.m. 

for the Winter Blahs      
Game Days.   
 

Bring a snack to 
share and your 
favorite game! 

 

Save the 

date!!  
 

3:00 p.m. 

Friday, 

April 27  

LENTEN SUPPER AND STUDY 

Join us at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays as we fellowship 

during the Lenten season.  We kick the evening off with 

a potluck, please bring a dish to pass and your own table service.  

Our study session will follow supper.   

Dawn Wadle-
Moderator 



Love Talk Starters 
 

§ Describe  your ideal meal.  Where 
would it be?  What would you eat?  
Would it be breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner?  Why? 

 
§ If you were one of the cast members 

of the old Gilligan’s Island 
television show, which character 
would you be and why?  What do 
your choices say about your 
personality and how the two of you 
relate to each other? 

 
§ What is the one thing in your life 

you have been most proud of in the 
past twelve months?  Why? 

 
§ What is one thing you can always 

say or do to get a laugh out of your 
partner? 

 
 

From Love Talk Starters by Les & Leslie Parrott 

PASSION FOR CHRIST   *   PERSEVERANCE   *   HUMILITY  *  SACRIFICE 

 

Come up in the morning... and 
present thyself...to me on the 

top of the mount. 
- Exodus 34:2 

 
My Father, I am coming. 
Nothing on the mean plain shall 
keep me away from the holy 
heights. Help me to climb fast, 
and keep Thou my foot, lest it 
fall upon the hard rock! At Thy 
bidding I come, so Thou wilt not 
mock my heart. Bring with Thee 
honey from heaven, yea, milk 
and wine, and oil for my soul's 
good, and stay the sun in his 
course, or the time will be too 
short in which to look upon Thy 
face, and to hear Thy gentle 
voice. 
Morning on the mount! It will 
make me strong and glad all 
the rest of the day so well 
begun.  
 

—WƻǎŜǇƘ tŀǊƪŜǊ 
Thoughts for the Quiet Hour 

D. L. Moody, ed. (1900) 

For those of you that may have missed our ser-

vice on February 18, Chet and Nancy Brushõs 

family donated to cover the new upgrades to 

our entire sound system in honor of Chet and 

Nancyõs 70th Wedding Anniver-

sary.  We appreciate so much the 

generosity of their family as they 

honor their parentsõ legacy!! 

During a Sunday school lesson, a child 
learned about how God created human 
beings. The child became especially 
focused when the teacher explained 
how Eve was created from Adamõs 
ribs. Later on in the week, the boyõs 
mother saw him lying down on the 
floor, so she asked him what was 

wrong. His reply was priceless: òMom, 
I have a pain in my sideñI think Iõm 

getting a wife.ó  



First Congregational Church of Stanton 
Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Phone: 989.831.5240 
Email address: sherzog@fccstanton.org 
Website: www.fccstanton.org 

Noisy Change Offering 

      March 2018  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  

 

 

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior, who will rejoice 

over you with gladness, and renew you in his love.  - Zephaniah 3:17  
 

1 
 

1 pm Small Group  
Bible Study 

 
6 pm 

Young Adult Bible Study 

2 
 
 

 

3 
8:30 am 

Men’s Ministry 
 

1 pm  
Winter Blahs  

 

4 
 

9:30 am - Adult Choir Practice 
9:45 am - Sunday School  
11 am - Morning Worship 
4-6 pm - Teen Ministry 
 

5 
 
 

 

6 
 
 

 
 

7 
1 pm 

Women’s Prayer Group 
 

6 pm 
Lenten Supper and 

Study 

8 
1 pm Small Group  

Bible Study 
 

6 pm 
Young Adult Bible Study 

9 
 
 
 

10 
8:30 am 

Men’s Ministry 
 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
RESERVED 

11 
 
9:30 am - Adult Choir Practice 
9:45 am - Sunday School  
11 am - Morning Worship  

   12 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
1 pm 

Women’s Prayer Group  
 

5 pm Diaconate 
 

6 pm Lenten Supper  
and Study 

15 
 

1 pm Small Group  
Bible Study 

 
6 pm 

Young Adult Bible Study 

16 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
RESERVED 

17 
8:30 am 

Men’s Ministry 
 

1:00  
Winter Blahs 

 

18 
 
9:30 am - Adult Choir Practice 
9:45 am - Sunday School  
11 am - Morning Worship 
12:30 pm - Trustee Meeting 
4-6 pm - Teen Ministry 

19 
 

 

 

20 
 

9 am Breakfast Bunch 
at Turk Lake 

 

 

 

21 
 
 

1 pm 
Women’s Prayer Group 

 
 

6 pm Lenten Supper  
and Study 

22 
9 am  

Mar. Celebration Brunch 
 

1 pm Small Group  
Bible Study 

 

6 pm 
Young Adult Bible Study 

23 24 
8:30 am 

Men’s Ministry 
 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
RESERVED 

25 
 
9:30 am - Adult Choir Practice 
9:45 am - Sunday School  
11 am - Morning Worship  
 

26 
 
 

OD Deadline 
 

7 pm 
Stanton OFD Meeting 

27 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
 

1 pm 
Women’s Prayer Group 

 

29 
 

1 pm Small Group  
Bible Study 

 
6 pm Maundy Thursday 

Supper and Study 

30 31 
8:30 am 

Men’s Ministry 

02 Jacob Baldwin 
02 Christine Skilling 
06 Brandy Bunting 
06 Beth Visser 
10 Malachi Herzog 
12 Samantha Nichols 
13 John Bookwalter 
13 Geraldine Burge 
13 Jammie Gorby 
14 Sharon Ritter 
15 Heidi Terry 
16 Jack Jorgensen 
17 Mary Lou Ely 
17 Laurel Michalek 
17 Emily Van Kleeck 
19 Patty Rockafellow 
20 Joyce Johnson 
22 Brylee Bunting 
25 Todd Wells 
26 Kate Zimbelman 
28 Lee Ann Reese 
29 Jennifer Vander Schuur 
29 Dawn Wadle 
30 Amy Laper 
31 Josh Herzog 
31 Bill Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 

04 Chauncey/Maria Parker 
14 Richard/Diane Bannister 
14 Lewis/Sharon Borton 
21 Al/Ronda Myers 
26 Norm/Marva Brummeler 
 
 


